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CANDIDATE Q’S PLUS INFORMATION PREAMBLE 

 

URBAN SPRAWL 

• Over the past two decades, Ontario lost farmland at a rate of 175 acres (about 70 hectares) a 
day. (OFA) Wetlands are critical to water filtration, flood retention, erosion control, carbon 
storage, nutrient cycling and groundwater recharge. They also provide habitat for specialized 
wildlife communities. Over 20 percent of the province’s species at risk are directly dependent 
on wetland habitats. (ON)  
 

o What is your position on the use of MZOs acquiring farmland and significant 
wetlands for housing and industrial development in Perth-Wellington?  

 

• Intensification is described as the transfer of urban areas into compact, higher density 
communities using infill and multiple use spaces. It involves public and/or active transportation 
support to reduce automobile dependence and increase public transport efficiency.  The 
results are safer, healthier and more equitable communities, avoiding urban sprawl.  
 

o How will you assist Perth-Wellington communities to pursue intensification to 
avoid urban sprawl over agricultural and habitat land? 

 

CLIMATE CHANGE 

• The level of carbon dioxide in Earth’s atmosphere has been rising consistently for decades, 
trapping extra heat near Earth's surface, causing temperatures to rise. There are already 
irreversible effects taking place such as melting ice caps and rising sea levels. We are 
approaching serious “tipping points” with Amazon deforestation and loss of Arctic ice. A tipping 
point is “a critical threshold beyond which a system reorganizes, often abruptly and/or 
irreversibly.”   
 

o The most recent IPCC report  (UN International Panel on Climate Change) 
recommends a 50% reduction of GreenHouse Gas production by 2030. . Primary 
GHG emitters are transportation and building (along with Heavy Industry).  How 
would you deal with this? 

 

• There are many options for reduction of GHG creation in home assessment, home 
construction, retrofits, appliance and heating and power generation alterations.  

https://ontarionature.org/who-will-stand-up-for-wetlands/


 
 

 

o How will you assist homeowners in Perth-Wellington reduce their use of fossil 
fuels and energy costs? What retrofit and new build strategies would you 
support? 

 

• Public transportation reduces energy consumption and harmful greenhouse gas emissions that 
directly influence climate change. Traveling by public transportation uses less energy and 
produces less pollution than comparable travel in private vehicles.  

o How will you support public transportation for Perth-Wellington?  

  

• Transportation contributes about 25% of GHG emissions each year, so tackling the climate 
crisis means moving quickly on transforming cars, trucks, buses and other vehicles to battery-
run electricity. “Battery-powered cars also have an environmental cost, but even taking into 
account the energy and raw materials they require, electric vehicles are much better for the 
climate than conventional cars” Yale School of the Environment.   

o What will you do to enable Electric Vehicle transportation for residents of Perth-
Wellington?  
 

• Ontario cut the majority of its clean energy projects in 2018.  A recently released Made in 
Ontario Strategy proposed clean energy for the future based on the current green energy 
sectors (wind, solar, water power and biomass), nuclear capacity and hydrogen production. 
Nuclear production will be diminished while several plants are refurbished and a new plant is 
built, during which time our natural gas production will actually increase. .Hydrogen production 
pales in comparison to aggressive moves to combat climate change: retrofitting houses and 
building, heat pumps, geothermal, better appliances and insulation. The hydrogen proposal is 
based on “blue hydrogen” made with natural gas.  Green hydrogen (produced with renewable 
sources) is useful for combatting climate change.  

 
o What is your position on Ontario’s electricity-producing strategy going 

forward? 

    

• A circular economy is "a model of production and consumption, which involves sharing, 
leasing, reusing, repairing, refurbishing and recycling existing materials and products as long 
as possible.  

 
o How would you assist the development of a circular economy in Perth-

Wellington?  
 

• Throughout Ontario, cities, townships and communities have declared a climate emergency 
and have passed Climate Action or Greenhouse Gas Reduction plans.  Stratford declared a 
climate emergency in February, 2020.  They also approved the Perth County Green House 



 
 

 

Reduction Plan in October, 2021 and are currently developing a Stratford –based 
implementation plan for GHG Reduction.. 
 

o How will you support Stratford (and other communities) in carrying out its GHG 
Reduction Plan?   

 
HIGHWAY 413 

• Highway 413 is an unnecessary mega-highway that would pave over  
2,000 acres of farmland, 400 acres of the Greenbelt, cut through 85 waterways, damage 220 
wetlands and destroy the habitats of 10 species-at-risk.  It will cost taxpayers billions. It would 
bisect the sensitive headwaters of four watersheds within Mississauga of the Credit First 
Nation’s territory. It will also add over 17 million tonnes of greenhouse gas emissions by 
2050.  It is described as an environmental disaster.  

 
o What is your position on Highway 413?   

 

• Highway 413 will also involve huge amounts of gravel. Bill132 ( Better for People, Smarter 
for Business Act) enabled aggregate extraction beneath the water table, severely 
threatening local groundwater purity and supply .  It also stopped municipalities from 
implementing zoning restrictions on aggregate development on Crown Land within their 
boundaries.  There is a widespread call for a moratorium on gravel extraction to examine 
current abuse: 13 times more gravel than required is extracted/year, 5,000 acres of land 
and 4.6 billion litres of water are consumed each year for gravel. 

o What is your position on aggregate removal protocols in Perth-Wellington?  

 ENDANGERED SPECIES AND BIODIVERSITY 

• The Government of Ontario drastically overhauled Ontario’s Endangered Species Act, 2007 
(ESA) through changes in Schedule 5 of Bill 108, an omnibus bill that passed on June 6, 
2019.  The amendments give new powers to the Minister to delay, limit and remove 
protections for at-risk species. Further, it creates numerous, overlapping pathways for 
developers and industrialists to dodge critical requirements. Those with a vested, short-
term economic interest in sprawl development now have free rein to bulldoze, dig up and 
pave over the habitats of our most vulnerable plants and animals. The current government 
further amended that legislation through the More Homes, More Choice Act (2019), leaving 
species at risk with an even more uncertain future,  listing species that could be delisted 
and stripped of protection under recent changes. There is also concern around the 
prioritization of economic goals over science in the amendments. 
.  

o How will you help support and protect endangered species in Perth-
Wellington? 

 



 
 

 

• As we lose more and more forested areas, wetlands, and natural meadows, our native 
species of birds, mammals, reptiles, amphibians and insects lose habitat- food, shelter and 
nesting grounds.  Importantly our wildlife also lose habitat “corridors”  which enable species 
to move freely from one area to another.  These corridors provide safe passage and shelter 
for a variety of wildlife, and enable breeding populations to access other populations, and 
preserve healthy species. As well, in the face of climate change, we are learning how very 
important our forests are as carbon sinks. 

 
o How would you help to preserve and increase our natural habitats throughout 

Ontario? 
 

• Conservation Ontario represents Ontario's 36 Conservation Authorities, which are local 
watershed management agencies, mandated to ensure the conservation, restoration and 
responsible management of Ontario's water, land and natural habitats through programs 
that balance human, environmental and economic needs. Schedule 6, Bill 229 (Protect, 
Support and Recover from COVID-19 Act), Conservation Authorities Act, greatly diminished 
their control over important conservation areas, and removed their power to stop harmful 
development within their catchment areas.  
  

o Will you return oversight and control of our wetlands and rivers, and 
significant adjacent areas to qualified scientists, naturalists and resource 
managers in local Conservation Authorities?  
 

https://conservationontario.ca/conservation-authorities/about-conservation-authorities

